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quaint Sir Halph G-ore, that I was under a pre-engagement,
and not at my own choice to act in it; and have since troubled
my Lady Ashe with a letter to the same effect, which I hope
has not 'miscarried. However, upon my return to London, I
will further inquire into that matter, and see if there is any
room leftybr me to negotiate as you propose.

I still live in hopes of seeing you in England; and if you
would take my house at Bilton1 in your way, (it lies vpon the
road within a mile of Hugby,) I would strive hard to me*t
you there, provided you would make me happy in your com-
pany for some days. The greatest pleasure I have met with
for some months, is in the conversation ^f my old friend, Dr.
Smalridge,2 who, since the death of the excellent man you men-
tion,3 is to me the most candid and agreeable of all bishops;
I would say, clergymen, were not deans comprehended un-
der that title. "\Ve have often talked of you; and when I
assure you he has an exquisite taste of writing, I need not
tell you how he talks on such a subject. I look upon it as
my good fortune, that I can express my esteem of you, even
to those who are not of the bishop's party, without giving of-
fence. "When a man has so much compass in his character,
he affords his friends topics enough to enlarge upon, that all
sides admire. T am sure a zealous sincere and friendly beha-
viour4 distinguishes you as much as your many more shining
talents; and as I have received particular instances of it, you
must have a very bad opinion of me, if you do not think I
heartily love and respect you ; and that I am ever, dear sir,
Tour most obedient and

Most humble servant,

J. ADDISOST.

1  A small village in Warwickshire, where Mr. Addison's only daughter
long resided, and died in 1797, at a yery advanced age.

2  Bishop of Bristol.

3  Dr. St. George Ashe, Bp. of Derry,

4  Addison, it must be remembered, was a witness appealed to by both
parties, in the dispute between Swift and Steele, nor was he likely to
hare paid this very pointed compliment to our author on the steadiness of
his friendships, had there been real ground for charging him with gross
injustice towards a person with whom Addison himself was still more in-
timately connected both by private intercourse and party habits.     Sir
Walter Scott.